
 

 

Public Buildings & Parks Committee Agenda 
November 7, 2022 at 5:15 PM 

 
 

Public Buildings & Parks 
Committee 
Keely Paul, Chair 
Ben Hunt 
Dara Wood 

Staff Liason 
Scot Lahrmer, Village Manager 
Wes Brown, Zoning and Project 
Administrator 
Chris Fritsch, Zoning and Project 
Administrator 

 
 
MINUTES  

  1. Approval of minutes:  August 31, 2022 

TOPICS OF DISCUSSION  

  1. Proposal from Cory Christopher, Cincinnati Nature Center regarding Amberley Green 
Prairie 

  2. Pickleball on the tennis courts 

ADJOURNMENT  
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Amberley Village Council
Public Buildings & Parks Committee -- Meeting Minutes
August 31, 2022 at 4:00PM

Attendance 
Committee 
Keely Paul, Chair
Ben Hunt
Dara Wood 

Staff Liaisons
Scot Lahrmer, Village Manager
Wes Brown, Planning and Zoning 

Administrator 
Tony Chesney, Maintenance & Fire Dept 

Supervisor

Guests

Prior Minutes
The minutes from the previous meeting on August 1, 2022 were unanimously accepted without 
corrections.  

Handouts 
Agenda and past Meeting Minutes
Proposal from Beckman Services/ Jansen Heating & Cooling, replacement of an AC unit at 
Municipal Building  

AC Unit  
Amberley Village Municipal Building has 3 rooftop AC units.  The NW AC was replaced in 2021.  
The SW Admin side and NE Police side units are original from about 1999.  

The SW Admin side unit has two coils and one has failed.  It is not capable of maintaining 
temperatures.  We are currently altering the usage of some rooms and moving air from the 2 
northern units to the affected area.  

A new unit is $24,870.  It is more expensive than the previous replacement due to inflation and 
system bottlenecks still affecting us from COVID.  The new unit will have to be ordered and we 
do not have an installation time window.  It will not be here before autumn.  

Repairing the one coil and leaving the existing 20+ year old coil at $13K is slightly more than 
half the cost of replacing the unit.  Repairing half, when both sides are older and newer units 
are more efficient wasn’t considered.  
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Keely motioned to approve the Beckman Services bid to replace the AC unit.  Ben seconded. 
The motion was approved unanimously.  

Old Business
PlayCore Addition for Municipal Park  

Not installed yet
Prairie on the Green 

Tom wasn’t present to give an update 
Salt Barn repair 

Scheduled for October 
Sign for North Site entrance

No update 

Follow Ups

Adjourned 
4:05PM

Prepared by: Keely Paul, Committee Chair
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Fig.1: Bottlebrush buckeyes are shorter members of the buckeye 
family but make up for it with 12” long white blossoms. Great as 
a natural screen. 
Fig. 2: Red oaks are one of SW Ohio’s iconic oaks and are among 
the most important trees for wildlife. 
Fig. 3 & 4: Mass plantings of prairie dropseed (below left), 
interspersed with blazing star (below right) are low maintenance 
and are important for wildlife. 

Fig. 1 

Fig. 2 

Fig. 3 Fig. 4 
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Bench

Plant massing around sign; e.g., Prairie dropseed and 
Blazingstar, others as available

Informational Signage

Shade tree; Bur Oak or Red Oak

Large flowering shrub; Bottlebrush buckeye

New prairie trail; 
mow as needed

6.25 acres
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Submitted by Council Member Ben Hunt

Background

The Health and Wellness Committee began sponsoring Pickup Pickleball on Tuesday evenings this past 
May-August after getting support from the Parks and Buildings Committee last March.

Over the course of the summer:
 Over the 13 dates from June 7 – August 30, 2022, there were 9 dates that weather permitted 

play
o At least one new player each week

 In total, 29 people showed up to play at least once.
 Averaged 10-12 players per week

See attached survey data from pickleball players that was given to all Pickleball players the week of 
October 24 regarding the past season.

Recommendations and Requests

The continued promotion of Pickup Pickleball in the future consideration of the reservation rule.

Lining the other two tennis courts for Pickleball.

 Possibly adding two courts with temporary nets

Investigate purchase of dedicated Pickleball nets.

Create signage at the court to promote pickleball.

Resurfacing/updating existing equipment at tennis court.
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Submitted by Council Member Ben Hunt

Current Images of Courts/Equipment
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Submitted by Council Member Ben Hunt
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Submitted by Council Member Ben Hunt
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1

How did you hear about pickup pickleball?

E-newsletter from
Amberley

Amberley Next
Door

The hillside banner Word of mouth Other
0

5

10

5

1 0

14

0

What experience did you have playing pickle ball before this summer?

None Some A lot
0

5

10

12

5

3

How many times did you participate?

1-3 4-6 More than 6 times
0

5

10
8

2

10

Submitted by Council Member Ben Hunt
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2

How likely are you to participate in the program next spring or summer?

Extremely likely Very likely Somewhat likely Not Very likely Not At All likely
0

5

10

15
15

5

0 0 0

If it can be arranged, how likely would you be to participate in a winter 
session of pickleball for members and non-members held at the JCC?

Extremely likely Very likely Somewhat likely Not Very likely Not At All likely
0

5

10

12

6

1 1 0

What improvements would you like to see in the pickup pickleball 
program?

More courts with lines for p ball. Lights for night time play.

Court improvements: 
- Adding more temporary pickleball courts
- Creating dedicated pickleball courts with pickleball nets
- Finding an indoor facility for partnership to keep this program going all year
- Adding court lights so we can play later

More courts for pickleball

Better nets, actual courts to see lines better. Less cracks. Evening lights. A way to play in winter! Thank you

Lights on the court to play later would be fantastic! Adding more lines would be nice. We were at capacity a
handful of nights. Finding an indoor place to play year round would be nice too!

Lights to play longer 
More pickle ball lined courts 
Pickle ball regulated nets

Submitted by Council Member Ben Hunt
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Court improvements: 
- Adding more temporary pickleball courts 
- Creating dedicated pickleball courts with pickleball nets 
- Finding an indoor facility for partnership to keep this program going all year 
- Adding court lights so we can play later

Court improvements: 
- Adding more temporary pickleball courts 
- Creating dedicated pickleball courts with pickleball nets 
- Finding an indoor facility for partnership to keep this program going all year 
- Adding court lights so we can play later

Court improvements: 
- Adding more temporary pickleball courts 
- Creating dedicated pickleball courts with pickleball nets 
- Finding an indoor facility for partnership to keep this program going all year 
- Adding court lights so we can play later

Line the other 2 courts.

Pickleball nets

Regulation height nets and more pickleball courts and fewer tennis courts.

Better courts, regulation net.

More properly lined pickle all courts.

More available courts

Nets in better shape

More pickleball courts, official pickleball net
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