
AGENDA

May 2, 2022

PLANNING COMMISSION/BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

7:00 PM

Roll Call
 
Minutes
 
 Meeting of April 4, 2022
Cases
 
CASE NO. 2022-70
John and Catherine Burns, the property owners of 7500 Fernwood Drive, are seeking a 
variance to Village Zoning Code Section 154.28 (A). If approved, the variance would 
allow for a covered porch to be constructed on the rear of the house, 44' from the rear 
property line (6' into the required rear yard).

CASE NO. 2022-71
Michael and Lori Heaton, the property owners of 7600 Ridge Road, are seeking two 
variances to Village Zoning Code Section 154.14 (A). The variances would allow for 54' 
of 6' high Simtek fencing to be installed in the front yard, approximately 32' from the 
right of way line for Ridge Road.

New Business
 
 Selection of Commission Chairperson and Vice Chairperson
Adjournment
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
AMBERLEY VILLAGE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS/PLANNING COMMISSION 

MONDAY, APRIL 4, 2022 
 
Chairperson Richard Bardach called to order the regular meeting of the Amberley Village Board 
of Zoning Appeals/Planning Commission at the Amberley Village Municipal Building in Council 
Chambers on Monday, April 4, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Roll was taken as follows:  
 
PRESENT:      ALSO PRESENT: 
Rich Bardach      Andrew Kaake, Village Solicitor 
Scott Wolf      Wes Brown, Zoning Administrator 
Susan Rissover     Scot Lahrmer, Village Manager 
Scott Rubenstein                          Tammy Reasoner, Clerk of Council  
Rick Lauer
       
Chairperson Bardach welcomed everyone to the meeting and led those in attendance in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mr. Bardach asked if there were any corrections to the minutes of the December 6, 2021 
meeting.  There being none, the minutes were accepted as submitted.   
 
CASE NO. 2022-55
Mr. Brown introduced Case No. 2022-55, in which Brian and Rebecca Gernetzke, the property 
owners of 6626 Fair Oaks Drive, sought a variance to Village Zoning Code Section 154.12 (A) (2). 
The variance would allow for a 14’ x 26’ pergola to be constructed 8’ from the south property line, 
bordering Golf Manor.  Rebecca Gernetze was present at the meeting, and said the pergola will add 
a visually pleasing and useful element to the property in place of what is now an unattractive view.  
She said the existing patio is the only flat place for a table, and the fence is not theirs to repair.  In 
addition, fence repairs would also require destruction of trees.

Mr. Bardach asked if there had been any feedback from residents, to which Mr. Lahrmer said there 
had not. 

Ms. Rissover said she appreciated the plan, and moved to approve the request for variance.  
Seconded by Mr. Rubenstein, the motion passed unanimously.

CASE NO. 2022-56
Mr. Brown introduced Case No. 2022-56, in which Allison Flesher, the property owner of 8300 
Lynnehaven Drive, sought a variance to Village Zoning Code Section 154.14 (A). The variance would 
allow for the construction of a 6’ tall privacy fence along the west property, bordering Sycamore 
Township.

Ms. Flesher said she wished to improve the aesthetic of her backyard and discourage deer traffic by 
installing a 6’ fence to match the existing fence of the bordering property, which is in Sycamore 
Township which allows the 6’ fence. She said her neighbors were all in support of the plan.
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Ms. Rissover said that while a variance could not be issued to prevent deer traffic, there was 
precedence for the installation of a fence on property bordering a different neighborhood. Mr. Wolf 
agreed.

Ms. Rissover asked what street the property backs up to, and Ms. Flesher said Jeffrey Court.

Mr. Lauer said he agreed with his colleagues, and asked Ms. Flesher if she could ensure 
maintenance if a full fence was installed.  Ms. Flesher said she could, and that was why she wanted 
the variance.

Karol Weinschelbaum of 6319 Lynnehaven Drive said the current unkempt fence looked funny, and 
she was in support of the proposed installation.

Mr. Bardach asked if there had been any other resident feedback, to which Mr. Lahrmer said no.

Mr. Lauer moved to grant the variance to allow for the construction of a 6’ tall privacy fence along the 
west property bordering Sycamore Township.  Seconded by Mr. Wolf, the motion passed 
unanimously.

CASE NO. 2022-57
Mr. Brown introduced Case No. 2022-57, in which Marc Fisher, the representative for the Jewish 
Community Center (JCC) located at 8485 Ridge Road, is seeking modifications to the Conditional 
Use Permit (CUP). The modifications would allow for two 7’ x 7’ sheds to be placed in the rear 
parking lot behind the building and allow for the installation of a “Welcome to Camp at the J” sign on 
the rear driveway. He said the purpose for the sheds was to provide storage and better longevity for 
tools, and the signage would better direct campers to where they should meet.

Mr. Fisher was present and said the sign would not be illuminated, and confirmed the sheds were for 
storage. Ms. Wolf asked Mr. Fisher to point out where the sheds would be, and asked if there had 
been any feedback from neighbors.

Mr. Lahrmer said there was one resident who asked to view the plans, but that no feedback had been 
received.

Mr. Lauer asked if the variance was required because they were seeking a change to the Conditional 
Use Permit, to which Mr. Brown responded yes.  Mr. Fisher said the CUP requires that they present 
any changes for approval.

Mr. Wolf moved to approve the proposed changes to the CUP which would allow for two sheds and 
the installation of a “Welcome to Camp at the J” sign. Seconded by Mr. Bardach, the motion passed 
unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS 
There being no new business, Chairman Bardach announced the meeting was adjourned at 
7:25 p.m. 
   

      _____________________________________ 
       Tammy Reasoner, Clerk of Council

 
_________________________________________ 
Richard Bardach, Chairperson
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 PLANNING COMMISSION
 MEETING NOTICE

 

 WHEN: May 2, 2022 at 7:00 PM
 

 WHERE: Amberley Village Municipal Building, 7149 Ridge Road
 

 FROM: Scot Lahrmer, Village Manager
 

 Please be advised there will be a public meeting held by the Amberley Village 
Board of Zoning Appeals on Monday, May 2, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers of the Amberley Village Municipal Building, 7149 Ridge Road. The 
public meeting will be held to review the following item:

John and Catherine Burns, the property owners of 7500 Fernwood Drive, are 
seeking a variance to Village Zoning Code Section 154.28 (A). If approved, the 
variance would allow for a covered porch to be constructed on the rear of the 
house, 44' from the rear property line (6' into the required rear yard).

If you are interested in reviewing the application, you may do so Monday 
through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Amberley Village Municipal 
Building, 7149 Ridge Road, or you may attend the May 2, 2022 Board of 
Zoning Appeals public meeting. If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact Scot Lahrmer at 513-531-8675

 

 cc: John and Cathy Burns, 7500 Fernwood Drive
Jacob and Ella Moskovich, 7505 Fernwood Drive 
Michael and Noel Clay, 7510 Fernwood Drive
Lawrence Kurtzman, 7439 E Aracoma Drive
Fay David, 3033 Burning Tree Lane
David Rosenthal, 3036 Burning Tree Lane
Amy and Edward Wolf Diamond, 7440 Aracoma Forest Drive
James and Susan Boney, 7460 Aracoma Forest Drive
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Amberley Village Planning Commission Staff Report
 

May 2, 2022
 

Subject:
7500 Fernwood Drive
 

Variance:
Rear yard setback
 

Item: Case#2022-70
 

Variance Request: John and Catherine Burns, the property owners of 7500 Fernwood Drive, are seeking 
a variance to Village Zoning Code Section 154.28 (A). If approved, the variance would allow for a 
covered porch to be constructed on the rear of the house, 44' from the rear property line (6' into the 
required rear yard).
 

Zoning Code Review: 154.28  REQUIRED MINIMUM LOT AREA, LOT WIDTH, YARDS, 
DISTANCES FROM LOT LINES AND DWELLINGS.

   All structures shall comply with at least the following minimum requirements:
   (A)   Lot area, lot width, and yards.

Dwellings
Lot Area 1 Acre
Lot Width 150 Feet
Front Yard Depth 50 Feet
Side Yard Width 20 feet, or 10% of lot width, whichever is larger, 

but need not exceed 50 feet
Rear yard Depth 50 feet, or 20% of depth, whichever is larger, but 

need not exceed 75 feet
 

Variance Review: Mr. and Mrs. Burns are the property owners of 7500 Fernwood Drive and are seeking 
a variance to Village Zoning Code Section 154.28 (A). The variance is to allow for a covered porch to be 
constructed on the rear of the house, 44' from the rear property line (6' into the required rear yard).

The property is a 1.3-acre lot, located on the east side of Fernwood Drive and is zoned Residence A, with 
a 50' rear yard setback.

The letter to the Board states that the variance is necessary due to the location of the house and an 
existing storm water easement in the rear yard. The letter states that the rear of the house (southeast 
corner) is currently 48' from the rear property line. The 20' private storm water drainage easement runs 
diagonally across the rear yard and is approximately 1.5' from the southeast corner of the house.
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The proposed addition is 11' x 29', will have a flat roof, and will be located on the back of the house, 44' 
from the rear property line (6' into the required rear yard). The letter to the Board states that the addition 
will not affect the neighbors, hinder government services, and will remain consistent and compatible with 
the adjacent properties. Also, the addition will enhance the value of the property and the neighborhood.

 

Project Recommendations: The project is to be considered on its merits.

6



7



8



9



10



11



12



 
 
 
 
 

 PLANNING COMMISSION
 MEETING NOTICE

 

 WHEN: May 2, 2022 at 7:00 PM
 

 WHERE: Amberley Village Municipal Building, 7149 Ridge Road
 

 FROM: Scot Lahrmer, Village Manager
 

 Please be advised there will be a public meeting held by the Amberley Village 
Board of Zoning Appeals on Monday, May 2, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers of the Amberley Village Municipal Building, 7149 Ridge Road. The 
public meeting will be held to review the following item:

Michael and Lori Heaton, the property owners of 7600 Ridge Road, are seeking 
two variances to Village Zoning Code Section 154.14 (A). The variances would 
allow for 54' of 6' high Simtek fencing to be installed in the front yard, 
approximately 32' from the right of way line for Ridge Road.

If you are interested in reviewing the application, you may do so Monday 
through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Amberley Village Municipal 
Building, 7149 Ridge Road, or you may attend the May 2, 2022 Board of 
Zoning Appeals public meeting. If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact Scot Lahrmer at 513-531-8675

 

 cc: Michael and Lori Heaton, 7600 Ridge Road
Roger and Nita Toennis, 7525 Ridge Road
Frederic Mayerson, 7585 Ridge Road
Evelyn Fisher, 7555 French Park Place
Claire Eichner, 7550 French Park Place
John Neyer, Cincinnati Parks, 1501 Eden Park Drive
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Amberley Village Planning Commission Staff Report
 

May 2, 2022
 

Subject:
7600 Ridge Road
 

Variance:
6' high privacy fence
 

Item: Case#2022-71
 

Variance Request: Michael and Lori Heaton, the property owners of 7600 Ridge Road, are seeking two 
variances to Village Zoning Code Section 154.14 (A). The variances would allow for 54' of 6' high 
Simtek fencing to be installed in the front yard, approximately 32' from the right of way line for Ridge 
Road.
 

Zoning Code Review: 154.14 fences, Walls, and Hedges.
   (A)   Notwithstanding other provisions of this Zoning Code, fences and walls not exceeding four and 
one-half feet in height may be permitted in any required side or rear yard, provided that no fence or wall 
shall be permitted in any part of a front yard. Hedges along or directly adjacent to a public right-of-way 
shall be permitted, provided that they are not over two and one-half feet in height. Hedges not along or 
adjacent to a public right-of-way shall be permitted and are not subject to the two and one- half foot 
height restriction. All hedges shall be trimmed and maintained to present a neat and orderly appearance 
consistent with village standards.
 

Variance Review: Mr. and Mrs. Heaton are the property owners of 7600 Ridge Road and are seeking 
two variances to Village Zoning Code Section 154.14 (A). The variances, if approved, would allow for 
54' of 6' high Simtek fencing to be installed in their front yard, approximately 32' from the right of way 
line for Ridge Road. Their property is a 2.2-acre lot located on the east side of Ridge Road, in the 
Rollman Reserve subdivision, and is zoned Residence A.

The proposed fence would be 6' tall and located on the existing landscape berm, which is located in the 
front yard along Ridge Road. This is to allow landscaping on both sides of the fence. The fence is also 
proposed to be constructed of free-standing panels, with a rock wall appearance and dark brown in color 
to help blend into the landscaping.

The letter states that due to the orientation of the house, the side and rear of the house are exposed to 
Ridge Road and that the intent of the fence is to act as a sound barrier and provide additional privacy to 
the backyard.

The letter also states that they are aware that Ridge Road is a major thoroughfare in the Village. 
However, traffic continues to increase and often backs up and stops in front of their home. Also, they are 
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seeing an increase in the emergency vehicles that pass their property.

Village Code Section 154.14, states that fences and walls are not permitted to exceed 4.5' in height or in 
any part of a front yard. Therefore, both variances are required for a 6' tall fence to be constructed and to 
be located in the front yard.

 

Project Recommendations: The project is to be considered on its merits.
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