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October 4, 2021

PLANNING COMMISSION/BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

7:00 PM

Roll Call
 
Minutes
 

     Meeting of September 9, 2021
 

Cases
 
CASE NO. 2021-1967
John and Jessica Pascoe, the property owners of 3194 North Farmcrest Drive, are 
requesting two (2) variances from Zoning Code Section 154.14 (A). The variances would 
allow a previously installed garden fence to remain in the front yard (the property has 3 
front yards) and allow the garden fence to remain taller than 6’ in height.

New Business
 
Adjournment
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE  

AMBERLEY VILLAGE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS/PLANNING COMMISSION  

THURSDAY, SEPTMBER 9, 2021  
  

Chairperson Richard Bardach called to order the regular meeting of the Amberley Village Board 

of Zoning Appeals/Planning Commission via Zoom on Thursday, September 9, 2021 at 5:00 

p.m.  

  

Member Rick Lauer and Clerk Tammy Reasoner were absent. Roll was taken as follows:   

  

PRESENT:            ALSO PRESENT:  

Rich Bardach           Andrew Kaake, Village Solicitor  

Scott Wolf           Wes Brown, Zoning Administrator  

Susan Rissover          Scot Lahrmer, Village Manager  

Scott Rubenstein            

  

              

Chairman Bardach welcomed everyone to the meeting and led those in attendance in the 

Pledge of Allegiance.  

  

Chairman Bardach asked if there were any corrections to the minutes of the August 2, 2021 

meeting.  There being none, the minutes were accepted as submitted.    

  

CASE NO. 2021-1968  

Village Zoning Administrator Wes Brown introduced Case No. 2021-1968, in which Marc Fisher, 

Chief Executive Officer of the Mayerson Jewish Community Center (JCC), requested 

modification to the previously approved variance which allowed a temporary accessory structure 

to be located in the front yard during the pandemic. The modification would allow for the frame of 

the structure to remain permanently year-round, while the fabric top and sides would be 

removed during the winter months.   

  

Mr. Brown stated the Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) had approved a variance on April 5, 2021 

meeting, which allowed a temporary structure to remain on the property until November 30, 

2021 or until pandemic restrictions were lifted, whichever was sooner.  The temporary structure 

had been approved to be relocated from the south side of the building to allow for an outdoor 

area large enough for members who were reluctant to enter the building during the pandemic, 

while also allowing space for social distancing.  

  

Mr. Brown said the proposed modification to the variance would allow the frame of the structure 

to remain in place year-round, while the fabric top and sides would be removed during the winter 

months. 

 

The frame of the structure is proposed to remain in place year-round to reduce the setup and 

teardown cost each winter and reduce the wear and tear on the frame and parking lot. 

 

The letter to the Board states that by the end of October, they will have hosted 250 programs 

under the tent this year. Also, with COVID cases increasing, membership rebounding, and their 

need for more program space, they have a need to continue utilizing the outdoor tent. Therefore, 

they are requesting approval to keep the tent permanently for the foreseeable future. 
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The modification of the existing variance or a new variance is required for the temporary 

structure to remain permanently on the property and be located in the Ridge Road front yard 

beyond November 30, 2021. 

 

Mr. Marc Fisher, CEO of the Mayerson JCC, stated the JCC continues to have a need for the 

tent and while the pandemic has exacerbated their situation, they are also tight on space in the 

JCC. Therefore, the JCC is interested in keeping the frame in place over the winter while 

removing the fabric. Once spring arrives, the fabric would be reinstalled. There is additional cost 

and wear and tear on the tent if it is taken down.  

 

Mr. Fisher also noted Rockdale Temple sent a letter of support as they have also used the tent 

during the pandemic. So in addition to programmatic space for the JCC, it has assisted 

Rockdale Temple and the community.   

  

Mr. Bardach asked if there were any comments from residents present at the meeting.  

 

Mr. Fran Niehaus of 2510 Apple Ridge Lane indicated he understood the need for the tent 

during the pandemic but he didn’t agree that the tent should be permanent. He referenced 

amplified voices and music a few weeks ago while he was in his home and indicated he sought 

to determine the source of the noise, which was a celebration occurring at the JCC’s tent. He 

also questioned why other residents on his street weren’t notified of the variance. Mr. Niehaus 

indicated there should be more information about how frequent events will be occurring in the 

tent, the hours and referenced it appears to be similar to the tent at French Park.  

 

Chairperson Bardach commented the tent at French Park was approved by the ZBA and asked 

the Village Manager to explain. Village Manager Scot Lahrmer mentioned the Cincinnati Park 

Board received a variance for their tent and were granted approval for continuous seasonal use 

of the tent. Staff monitors this and issues approval each year based on ZBA’s variance. 

 

Mr. Bardach also mentioned there is a noise ordinance in the Village and any exceeding loud 

noises between 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. should be reported to the Village police.  

 

Mr. Bruce Lazarus of 3140 Whitetree Circle indicated he is a JCC member and believes that our 

zoning code protects property values with various regulations and the variance being sought is 

unnecessary. He indicates he seldom sees the tent being used and he opposes the structure of 

the tent being able to remain up, year round. He urged the Board to put restrictions on when the 

tent and the structure should be removed.  

 

Mr. Bardach asked if there had been any feedback from residents, to which Mr. Lahrmer stated 

there had been none, other than the letter from Rockdale Temple.   

  

The Board began discussing the application indicating they were supportive of the tent 

remaining for this next year but not necessarily permanently. Mr. Bardach indicated he sees the 

tent being used and indicated through their discussion, it sounded like the Board had reached a 

consensus.  

 

Mr. Wolf moved to approve the variance and allow the tent to remain until November 30, 2022 

however, the JCC should come back to the ZBA in September 2022 to see what’s going on with 

the pandemic and if the need for the tent still exists.  

 

Seconded by Chairman Bardach, the motion passed unanimously.  
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Marc Fisher of the JCC thanked the Board.   

  

NEW BUSINESS  

There being no new business, Chairman Bardach announced the meeting was adjourned at 

5:23 p.m.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

             ____________________________________  

    ??? Tammy Reasoner, Clerk of Council  

  

  

  

  

  

_________________________________________  

Richard Bardach, Chairperson  
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 PLANNING COMMISSION
 MEETING NOTICE

 

 WHEN: October 4, 2021 at 7:00 PM
 

 WHERE: Amberley Village Municipal Building, 7149 Ridge Road
 

 FROM: Scot Lahrmer, Village Manager
 

 Please be advised there will be a public meeting held by the Amberley Village 
Planning Commission and the Board of Zoning Appeals on Monday, October 
4, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Amberley Village 
Municipal Building, 7149 Ridge Road. The public meeting will be held to 
review the following items:

John and Jessica Pascoe, the property owners of 3194 North Farmcrest Drive, 
are requesting two (2) variances from Zoning Code Section 154.14 (A). The 
variances would allow a previously installed garden fence to remain in the front 
yard (the property has 3 front yards) and allow the garden fence to remain taller 
than 6’ in height.
 
If you are interested in reviewing the application, you may do so Monday 
through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Amberley Village Municipal 
Building, 7149 Ridge Road, or you may attend the Monday, October 4, 2021, 
Planning Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals public meeting. If you have 
any questions, please feel free to contact Scot Lahrmer at (513) 531-8675.

 

 cc: Keith & Lauren Harris, 6500 Kincaid Lane
Tracy Sheridan, 6740 Kincaid Road
John Erich & Jessica Pascoe, 3194 N. Farmcrest Drive
James & Lori Reidel, 3195 N. Farmcrest Drive
Chris & Molly Cain, 3197 N. Farmcrest Drive
Gary & Connie Hindersman, 3188 N. Farmcrest Drive
Thomas & Myra  Elfers, 6620 Kincaid Road
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Amberley Village Planning Commission Staff Report
 

October 4, 2021
 

Subject:
3194 North Farmcrest Drive
 

Variance:
8' high garden fence in the front yard
 

Item: Case#2021-1967
 

Variance Request: John and Jessica Pascoe, the property owners of 3194 North Farmcrest Drive, are 
requesting two (2) variances from Zoning Code Section 154.14 (A). The variances would allow a 
previously installed garden fence to remain in the front yard (the property has 3 front yards) and allow 
the garden fence to remain taller than 6’ in height.
 

Zoning Code Review: 154.14 FENCES, WALLS, AND HEDGES
(A)   Notwithstanding other provisions of this Zoning Code, fences and walls not exceeding four and a 
half feet in height may be permitted in any required side or rear yard, provided that no fence or wall, be 
permitted in any part of a front yard. Hedges not over two and a half feet in height may be permitted in 
the public right of way.
 
 (2) Vegetable and Fruit Garden fences are permitted in order to protect vegetation from wildlife.  The 
fence may not exceed six feet in height and must be constructed of see-through fencing material, green or 
black in color.  The enclosed space may not exceed more than 400 square feet and used strictly for 
agricultural purposes and may not be visible from the street.
 

Variance Review: Mr. and Mrs. Pascoe are the property owners of 3194 North Farmcrest Drive and are 
seeking two (2) variances from Zoning Code Section 154.14 (A). If approved, the variances would allow 
a previously installed garden fence to remain behind the house in the Kincaid Road front yard and allow 
the garden fence to remain taller than 6’ in height. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pascoe's property is a corner lot with 3 front yards surrounded by North Farm Crest Drive 
to the west and Kincaid Road to the east and to the south.

The garden fence has been installed behind the house in the Kincaid Road front yard and currently has a 
height of 8' (2' higher than code permits). The fencing surrounds a vegetable garden, located 
approximately 29' north of the edge of Kincaid Road, and is constructed of wood posts and black plastic 
mesh.

The letter to the Board states that when the fencing was installed, they were not aware the Village Code 
restricted the height of garden fencing. The letter also states that they had researched and found that deer 
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can jump as high as 8'. Therefore, the height of the fencing was chosen due to the height deer can jump, 
the number of deer on the property daily, and the amount they have invested in the garden.

The two variances are required for the garden fencing to remain in the front yard and to remain taller than 
6' in height.
 

Project Recommendations: The project is to be considered on its merits.
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